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PRESS RELEASE Leipzig, October 22, 2009

Stem cell bank InnovaStem GmbH  
cooperates with Fraunhofer IZI Leipzig 
 
THE ITALIAN COMPANY I .M.S.  ESTABLISHES ITS RECENTLY 

FOUNDED SUBSIDIARY INNOVASTEM GMBH IN THE BIO 

CITY LE IPZ IG. IN COOPERATION WITH THE FRAUNHOFER 

IZ I  INIT IAL PROJECTS HAVE BEGUN. 

 

In August 2009 the company InnovaStem GmbH was founded. The 

establishment of the company in the BIO CITY Leipzig with the collabo-

ration of the Fraunhofer Institute for Cell Therapy and Immunology IZI 

is part of the Europe-wide expansion strategy of the Italian parent 

company I.M.S. (Innovative Medical Solutions S.r.l.). 

InnovaStem GmbH pursues the establishment of a stem cell bank 

through storing of adult stem cells from cord blood, cord tissue (Whar-

ton’s Jelly), placenta tissue as well as from menstrual fluid. 

In June InnovaStem GmbH and Fraunhofer IZI signed a common coop-

eration contract. The contract plans interim use of pharmaceutical-

grade clean rooms from Fraunhofer IZI by InnovaStem. »Through the 

close cooperation with Fraunhofer IZI on site we can already now de-

velop first process steps that otherwise would have been possible only 

in several months«, says the CEO of InnovaStem Nicola Commisso.  

Personnel from the Fraunhofer IZI will be responsible for the regulatory 

and scientific oversight of process development under GMP (Good 

Manufacturing Practice) until obtaining the necessary manufacturing 

authorisation according to the German Pharmaceutical Act. »We are 

glad that I.M.S. has brought its subsidiary InnovaStem GmbH to Leipzig 

and that the Fraunhofer IZI can contribute to the establishment of the 

stem cell bank in the first phases«, says Dr. Gerno Schmiedeknecht, 

Head of the GMP unit and Head of Department at the Fraunhofer IZI. 
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In 2010 after establishing the manufacturing processes, InnovaStem 

GmbH will build its own production unit. Initially the employment of 

ten employees is planned. The establishment of InnovaStem GmbH is 

further evidence for the attractiveness of the Leipzig region in the field 

of Regenerative Medicine and will contribute to the positive develop-

ment of the discipline. 
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The Fraunhofer-Gesellschaft undertakes applied research of direct utility to 

private and public enterprise and of wide benefit to society. 

 

The Fraunhofer Institute for Cell Therapy and Immunology IZI is member of the 

Fraunhofer Group for Life Sciences. Its objective being to find solutions to 

specific problems at the interfaces between medicine, life sciences and engi-

neering for partners active in medicine-related industries and businesses. The 

Institute’s core competencies are to be found in regenerative medicine, or 

more precisely in cell-therapeutic methods of regenerating non-functioning 

tissue and organs through to the biological substitution with tissue cultivated 

in vitro (tissue engineering). In order for the living organism to accept the tis-

sues without any difficulty, it is necessary to study cellular and immunological 

defense and control mechanisms and take these into account during process 

and product development. These core competencies entail a multiplicity of 

tasks to be solved by new products and processes. The Institute works espe-

cially closely with hospital institutions, performing quality tests and clinical 

studies on their behalf. Additionally it also provides assistance in obtaining 

manufacturing licenses and certifications. 
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